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A practical guide to engaging youth in a challenging world
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Executive Summary: Framing Exploitation
and Violence, from Terrorism to Knife Crime

In recent months, headlines have
been ﬁlled with horriﬁc acts of
violence – from terror in New
Zealand and Sri Lanka, to the
proliferation of young people
stabbed to death on our streets.
While the expressions of these
forms of violence appear
unrelated – Far Right hate,
Extreme Islamist ideology, gang
related crime and young people’s
fear – the intersections and roots
of these forms of violence are
very much shared. While the
journeys that people experience
on the path to violence differ from
individual to individual (see our
report Formers and Families for
examples), there are
vulnerabilities and challenges,
push-factors and pull-factors, that
young people in particular face,
that can be exploited in myriad
ways by predators of all stripes.
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But we are not helpless in the
face of this violence – effective,
multiple interventions, by
organisations across the sectors,
can build young people’s
resilience. It requires knowledge –
contextual and practical – and it
requires credibility – delivering it
to young people through powerful
connection and engagement.
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What really works in
educating against
extremism? New learning
globally
By Prof Lynn Davies

Section 1: Thinking

1. What really works in educating
against extremism? New
learning globally. - by Prof Lynn
Davies.
When it comes to educating
against extremism, two
fundamental questions inevitably
arise – what works, and how can
we measure it? Eight key
principles of effective PVE
(Preventing Violent Extremism)
emerge from an extensive global
review I have just completed,
commissioned by the Segerstedt
Institute of the University of
Gothenburg. They were interested
in what educational institutions in
different countries were actually
doing in terms of educating
against extremism, and what
evidence was available on what
works. Those of us involved in
education see a lot of prescription
out there about what schools
ought to do, and some collections
of ‘good practice’, but this was the
ﬁrst time a major review has
examined in order to
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categorize the wealth of ongoing
different initiatives globally. It was
a fascinating endeavour.
From 23 countries in Europe,
US/Canada, Africa, Middle East
and South East Asia, I identiﬁed
20 different entry points for
interventions (although of course
many overlap).
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I looked at whole school value
systems such as Rights
Respecting Schools or Philosophy
for Children, as well as religious
education and PHSE. Also
included were interventions
inviting former extremists to tell
their stories, or using
multi-perspective history and the
holocaust to understand
propaganda. Digital literacy is
also frequently tackled. In
countries facing poverty,
initiatives that improve economic
opportunities and civic
engagement can make the pull of
extremist groups that promise
money or status less appealing.

But evaluations in this area are
notoriously diﬃcult. While a
project can have measurable
effects on attitudes or knowledge
at the immediate moment, long
term impact can rarely be
demonstrated. Too many
variables intervene, not least a
renewed outbreak of conﬂict or
violence. Yet the report was able
to extract some principles of what
seems to work, or the minimum
that is needed to have any impact
at all.

Every initiative will have an
explicit or implicit theory of
change – some assumption that
participants will be more tolerant,
will understand their or others’
religion, will have greater
self-esteem, will be able to
critically analyse messages, be
more resilient to radlicalisers and
so on.
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So… initiatives in PVE work better:
●

When a strategy is ﬁrmly embedded into a school in its permanent
safeguarding policy, in its ways of thinking (e.g. rights, value
pluralism, philosophy for children) and in its curriculum (e.g. multiple
perspective history). One off events such as a theatre group or
speaker are nice, but they need to be located in a habit-forming way
of critically viewing the world we live in.

●

When teachers have had good (i.e. more than superﬁcial)
preparation to be able to discuss controversial issues, react to an
immediate terrorist event and/or safely and sensibly identify children
at risk.

●

When a programme is non-prescriptive, not moralising, but leads to
independent thinking and reﬂection on ethical dilemmas and
concerns; when learners are listened to and their views and
experiences given a hearing.

●

When a holistic set of ‘recipients’ is envisaged and targeted –
students, teachers, family and community, acknowledging the
networks of interaction that surround learners.

●

When a wider range of actors is involved and consulted on the
roll-out of the programme – local police, religious leaders,
community actors or social workers.
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●

When a multitude of ‘drivers’ of extremism is acknowledged and a
programme does not just target one (e.g. poverty, or ideology).

●

When an objective is not just learning about ‘other’ faiths, but is
about providing a political understanding of conﬂict.

●

When a practical and visible outcome is achieved: civic
engagement, campaigns, production of counter-narrative materials,
peer mentoring, i.e. that learners are not just recipients of
‘interventions’ but become active in anti-extremism work
themselves.

PVE work has in fact to be wary of the notion of an ‘intervention’, with the
implication of a one-off attempt at interrupting a negative pathway
towards radicalisation, and should be more about building a permanent
culture in schools where resilience to extremism is just one aspect of a
fuller learning of rights, history, religious and ethnic conﬂict, and
community dynamics. PVE work is also about promoting habits of active
citizenship in terms of tackling injustice and grievance through non-violent
means.
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Is there a ﬁne line between
hate crime and violent
extremism?
By Prof Lynn Davies
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2. Is there a ﬁne line between
hate crime and violent
extremism? - by Prof Lynn Davies.
2019 has witnessed a steep
increase in global far right
headlines, with a rise in
convictions for Far Right plots
within the UK. Parallel to these are
continued concerns about the rise
of hatecrime, both online and on
our streets. Populist
representation in government is
on the increase in Europe, fuelling
nationalism and anti-immigrant
sentiment. In Germany the right
wing AfD (Alternative for
Germany) is on the rise. The
Freedom party is in the Austrian
Government, and Victor Orban
has been reselected in Hungary,
with an even larger majority. In
Spain, an anti-immigrant grouping
called Vox has just won seats in
the Andalusian government, the
ﬁrst far right encroachment since
Franco’s time.
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In Italy, the populist League is
now level with the Five Star
movement, both on 29% in the
polls, with a message of
criminalising the whole process
of refugees coming in by boat.
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And in the UK, the whole Brexit
process has seemingly
legitimised the expression of
anti-immigrant, anti-refugee,
anti-Semitic (‘5% of UK adults do
not believe the Holocaust took
place’) and anti-Muslim views
(‘Man arrested after racist rant
about Muslim schoolgirls who
‘should have ovaries burnt ‘).
Tommy Robinson may have been
(temporarily) prevented from
fundraising through social media,
but counter-terror units in
authorities such as the West
Midlands police are now reporting
that one-ﬁfth of their threats are
from extremist Far Right groups.

This discourse often often
conﬂates refugees and Muslims
with Islamic fanatics.
Governmental organisations,
United Nations Refugee
organisations and NGO’s have
called for social media platforms
to step up their efforts to block
hate speech.
Perceptions and boundaries
around hate speech and hate
crime.

We know from research that
terror attacks lead to an increase
in anti-Muslim rhetoric. Real time
events deeply inﬂuence on-line
activity, reported by organisations
such as Tell MAMA.
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The question is when hate speech
becomes hate crime and
therefore subject to stiffer
prosecution – and what role the
general public has in reporting.
While there are differences across
countries in deﬁnitions of hate
crime, the oﬃcial deﬁnition in the
UK, as agreed between the Crown
Prosecution Service and the
police is:

The debate around this often
relates to the question of
‘perception’ – yet the key is that it
must still be a criminal offence –
not just someone being rude or
antagonist or even misogynistic.
Extremist speakers may well
know the boundary and what they
can get away with – Anjem
Choudary was adept at this.

“Any criminal offence which is
perceived by the victim or any
other person, to be motivated by
hostility or prejudice based on a
person’s race or perceived race;
religion or perceived religion;
sexual orientation or perceived
sexual orientation; disability or
perceived disability and any crime
motivated by hostility or prejudice
against a person who is
transgender or perceived to be
transgender.”
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“

Any criminal offence which is
perceived by the victim or any
other person, to be motivated by
hostility or prejudice based on a
person’s race or perceived race;
religion or perceived religion;
sexual orientation or perceived
sexual orientation; disability or
perceived disability and any
crime motivated by hostility or
prejudice against a person who
is transgender or perceived to
be transgender.

Deﬁnition of a hate crime as agreed between the Crown Prosecution Service and the Police
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A ‘league table’ of universities
allowing ‘extremist speakers’ was
reported recently, linked to the
debate about free speech versus
hate speech. One speaker
avowed that women who commit
adultery should be stoned. But
this speech is not a crime, even if
the act would be (in the UK).

Yet in some ways hate crime is
easier to identify and report than
violent extremism, because of the
woolly deﬁnitions of extremism
that (in the UK at least) are in use.
In spite of criticism, this still
relates to ‘opposition to British
values’.

The list in the deﬁnition of hate
crime relates to people with the
oﬃcial identity of nine ‘protected
characteristics’ by the Equality
Act 2010 – minorities, women,
age etc. A second problem with
the deﬁnition of hate crime is
therefore that the list does not
include ‘immigrants’ as a category
– so political parties can be
anti-immigrant and implicitly
condone violence without this
coming into the classiﬁcation of a
hate crime.
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In Denmark in contrast, the
deﬁnition is;
“Extremism refers to persons or
groups that commit or seek to
legitimise violence or other illegal
acts, with reference to societal
conditions that they disagree with.
The term covers e.g. left-wing
extremism, right-wing extremism
and militant Islamism.”

This does not mean criminalising
young people in schools or
communities for what they say or
think, rather that teachers and
students should be given tools to
distinguish hate crime and know
how to report it.

Why reporting hate crime
matters.
The notion of the legitimisation of
violence would make it easier for
people to recognise and report
threats. The notion of the
legitimisation of violence would
make it easier for people to
recognise and report threats. In
the UK then, one inference might
be that educationally,the
emphasis in the Prevent strategy
should be on recognising crime,
rather than extremism.
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The website True Vision, owned by the National Police Chiefs Council, appeals to people to
report hate crime, giving deﬁnitions and a button to press. Their rationale is that:

“

By reporting [incidents] when
they happen to you, you may be
able to prevent these incidents
from happening to someone
else. You will also help the
police understand the extent of
hate crime in your local area so
they can better respond to it.
Reporting makes a difference –
to you, your friends, and your
life’.

Section 1: Thinking

What can we do?
●

●
●

Make it easier for communities to understand the limitations of the
law, their rights, how immigration is sensationalised by far right
groups and what constitutes a hate crime. Encouraging
communities to report hate incidents to the police, done easily for
example through the website True Vision, Tell Mama, Crime
Stoppers or other trusted bodies.
Social media: Understanding how fake news is shared online and
how this space is exploited by the far right.
In the UK, extending the emphasis in the Prevent duty to recognising
crime, not just ideological extremism. This does not mean
criminalising young people in schools or communities for what they
say or think, rather that teachers and students should be given tools
to distinguish hate crime and know how to report it.

Clearly, there can be all sorts of false reporting and accusations, but it is
better that hate crime and hate speech is continually surfaced and
penalised, whether on line or off line. We believe building resilience to
radicalisation begins with the understanding of how hatred is fomented –
and the range of people, including politicians, who may be culpable.
Talking to young people frankly – including airing views that we may ﬁnd
unpalatable is crucial to tackling the root of hate from its very beginnings.
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Our gendered lens: From
hyper-sexualisation to
“jihadi bride” tropes
By Carys Evans
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3. Our gendered lens: From
hyper-sexualisation to “jihadi
bride” tropes. - by Carys Evans
From labels such as ‘jihadi brides’
to ‘Babes of the BNP’, why is it so
diﬃcult for us to accept the
agency of women who seemingly
reject our mainstream in favour of
extreme ideals or violent
behaviour? And how might this
impact on the way we talk to girls
about violence, exploitation and
extremism?

The questions, accompanied by
pictures of the women, some of
whom are naked and draped in
ﬂags of the Union Jack, focus at
times on their interest in the BNP
but mostly on their ‘favourite
David’ or rumours surrounding
Nick Griﬃn’s sexuality.

In 2009 Vice magazine published
a piece on ‘The Babes of the
BNP’. In the article a series of
questions are put to female
members of the British National
Party (BNP), the tone of which are
facetious at best, overtly rude in
all other cases.
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For one of the women, after being
asked a series of ‘and/or’
questions, all of which seem
designed only to infantilize her,
came the question ‘Plato or
Playdough?’ The respondent gave
the unsurprising answer
‘Playdough’ – unsurprising only
because had her answer been
different it seems unlikely it would
have featured at all. The piece
was written nearly a decade ago,
but opening any social media
platform today you can see
unsettling evidence of the
persistence of its underlying tone.
There is a pervasive desire to
mock the political inclinations of
women who engage in extreme
ideologies. Using humour at their
expense undermines agency in
women who engage in extreme
politics, making them the butt of
an intellectual joke and reducing
our inclination to investigate their
motivations effectively.
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Denying female agency
When you google ‘Shamima
Begum’ one of the ﬁrst
suggestions to appear is
‘Shamima Begum memes’. There
are thousands, compiled together
in YouTube videos, shared on
Instagram and liked by various
people on your friends list.
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Each of the images works hard to
make comedy of her decision to
travel from her home in Bethnal
Green, London when she was 15
years old to live, get married and
give birth 3 times under the
Islamic State. Begum is one of
nearly 150 women and girls who
left the UK to live in the Islamic
State’s Caliphate. She, along with
these other women are indicative
of a set of deeply rooted,
intersecting issues that lead
women to join violent extremist
groups. Rather than acknowledge
the intricacies of Begum’s case,
we are presented instead with
fervent attempts to undermine her
decisions through outright
suggestions of her intellectual
stupidity. There are many
disturbing elements to Begum’s
case. Some of the most notable:
a frequent denial of her potential
vulnerabilities, an unwillingness to
investigate her motives by the
state in which she was
radicalised
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and the extreme-right sentiment it
seems to have stoked.Alongside
these, the developing trend that
makes Begum the butt of our
supposedly clever jokes points to
a wider gender issue that runs
deeply through our understanding
of women who join extremist
groups. Why is it so diﬃcult for us
to accept the agency of women
who seemingly reject our
mainstream in favour of extreme
ideals or violent behaviour?
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“

We need to develop a language
that, instead of dismissive
ridiculing, allows for
engagement with ideas outside
of our comfort zone. Our
language should be inclusive
and inquisitive and when
discussing violence we should
never assume one gender has a
monopoly.
-

Carys Evans
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Our gendered lens. From
hyper-sexualisation to “jihadi
bride” tropes.
Politically violent women are an
unsettling concept because they
disrupt our gendered
understanding of the world by
challenging perceptions of the
peaceful. When presented with
women who reject our way of life
we see attempts to explain away
their behaviour (and thus the
discomfort it creates) through the
circulation of almost
Hollywood-style character tropes.
The ‘Jihadi Bride’ is the most
viciously pedelled of these, whilst
the hyper-sexualisation of the
women interviewed by Vice is
another common and prevailing
example. Like these narratives,
the intellectual mockery of
women like Shamima Begum is
designed to leave us comforted –
these women are not a threat
because they don’t have the
intellect to be.
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This approach is not clever. The
decisions of these women were
made in the midst of serious,
complex and moving factors that
we won’t understand unless we
enquire.
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What can we do?
We need to develop a language that, instead of dismissive ridiculing,
allows for engagement with ideas outside of our comfort zone. Our
language should be inclusive and inquisitive and when discussing violence
we should never assume one gender has a monopoly. As we explore
concepts like violent extremism with young people, we need to be very
careful not to recycle the gendered language we see across all media,
instead questioning why it is there in the ﬁrst place. What purpose are
titles like ‘Jihadi Bride’ and ‘EDL Angel’ serving? Where are we seeing this
language? How can we see past it? It starts with asking questions like
these. Laughing at people we don’t understand is an age-old coping
strategy but, more often than not, it does nothing to help solve the issue at
hand. We need to employ the critical thinking strategies we encourage in
our young people within educational settings. Doing this will prevent us
denying agency in female actors, allowing more effective analysis of every
agent’s journey to a violent extremist group. For practitioners, this crosses
quickly from theory into practice: to effectively engage young women and
girls vulnerable to exploitation, whether by sexual predators, gangs or
extremist groups, mocking their vulnerabilities or legitimate questions or
grievances won’t get us very far.
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Why human rights must be
non-negotiable in the ﬁght
against terrorism and
violence
By Dr Jennifer Philippa Eggert
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A leaked letter by Home Secretary
Sajid Javid, in which he said that
the UK would demand “no
assurances” that two suspected
IS members will not be executed
in the US, has caused a debate
about the death penalty and the
UK’s counterterrorism approach.
Yet as a society, we look to
human rights and principles as a
guiding framework to teach and
guide our youth. This gap – a
point of hypocrisy, as young
people are quick to point out in
the discussions we may have with
them - is deeply concerning, and
highlights why
human-rights-based approaches
to countering violence and
extremism are a must.

They are currently held by Syrian
Kurdish forces, with the US
planning to prosecute them for
terrorism. US oﬃcials believe they
are responsible for “exceptionally
cruel torture methods” and
dozens of beheadings, including
the brutal killings of several
Syrian, British, US American and
Japanese journalists, aid workers
and soldiers.

Two (suspected) IS members
from the UK arrested in Syria
Alexanda Kotey and Shafee
El-Sheikh, who both grew up in
London as British citizens, were
arrested in Syria earlier this year.
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Kotey and El-Sheikh used to be
members of a four-men group of
IS members dubbed ‘The Beatles’
by their hostages – a name that
Western media inaptly picked up
and used in its coverage.

It was later reported that Prime
Minister Theresa May was aware
and supportive of Javid’s
position.

A leaked letter by Home
Secretary Sajid Javid
In late July 2018, a few months
after Kotey’s and El-Sheikh’s
arrest, a letter by Home Secretary
Sajid Javid to Jeff Sessions, the
US Attorney General, was leaked
to The Telegraph. In the letter,
Javid says that the UK will provide
the US with intelligence about the
two suspects, without demanding
assurances that the two
suspected IS members will not be
executed in the US. Kotey and
El-Sheikh had been stripped of
their UK citizenship shortly after
their capture, a highly unusual –
and very controversial – step
taken by the Home Oﬃce.
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“

Human rights must be
non-negotiable. If we allow
exceptions to human rights,
there is no guarantee that
‘exceptional cases’ will not be
invoked again and that slowly
but surely the rights that every
human should have will be
diluted.
-

Dr Jennifer Philippa Eggert
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Is Javid’s position new?
The leaked letter by Sajid Javid
has caused an outcry from
political analysts and human
rights campaigners. A quick
review of the recent history of the
UK offers plenty of examples of
questionable
counterterrorism/counterextremis
m practices, often with an
appalling lack of respect of
human rights. However, the
human rights platform RightsInfo
have pointed out that previous
Home Secretaries have stressed
that suspects would not be
extradited to the US if there was a
risk that capital punishment
would be exercised. Moreover,
former Prime Minister Tony Blair
and previous Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw have tried to intervene
in the past when British citizens
were threatened by the death
penalty in the US.
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Strong criticisms and a sudden
U-turn
Javid’s position in the leaked
letter was met with strong
criticism by politicians and media
commentators. El-Sheikh’s
mother lodged an emergency
claim against the British
government, which announced it
had temporarily suspended
co-operation with the US in this
case, following a request from a
lawyer acting on behalf of
El-Sheikh.
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A government spokesman was
quoted as saying: “We have
agreed to a short-term pause. The
Government remains committed
to bringing these people to justice
and we are conﬁdent we have
acted in full accordance of the
law.” Meanwhile, some have
raised concerns that the UK
government may have already
shared information that could be
used against Kotey and El-Sheikh
in a US court. The position of
Javid, which is apparently
supported by Theresa May, is
extremely problematic for a
number of reasons.

This changed in the 1980s and
early 2000s, when additional
protocols were introduced, which
declare capital punishment a
human rights violation.
Having signed and ratiﬁed both
additional protocols, the UK is
legally bound to follow them.

1) It is (most likely) illegal and
contradicts previous practice
When the Human Rights
Convention was drafted in the
1950s, the death penalty was not
generally considered a violation of
international human rights.
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Moreover, the 2003 Extradition
Act speciﬁcally prohibits
extradition if the accused risks
facing the death penalty. While
Kotey and El-Sheikh are being
held in Syria and do therefore not
face extradition from the UK, by
agreeing to provide intelligence
without demanding assurances
that the two will not be executed,
the British government would
make itself complicit.
Furthermore, as pointed out
above, Javid’s and May’s position
clearly contradicts the practice of
previous governments. Ironically,
the news of Javid’s leaked letter
emerged on the same day the
British Foreign Oﬃce launched its
annual Human Rights and
Democracy Report, which strongly
condemns the death penalty “in
all circumstances as a matter of
principle.”
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2) It is immoral, because human
rights must be untouchable
Human rights must be
non-negotiable. If we allow
exceptions to human rights, there
is no guarantee that ‘exceptional
cases’ will not be invoked again
and that slowly but surely the
rights that every human should
have will be diluted.
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The death penalty is always cruel
– and irrevocable. It is
understandable that in the ﬁght
against crimes as heinous as
terrorism (or, to cite another
example, child sexual abuse)
some see the death penalty as
justiﬁed. However, it is our duty as
citizens who believe in human
rights to defend the human rights
of everyone. Human rights that do
not apply to everyone –
regardless of the circumstances
– are no human rights. The
annual Human Rights and
Democracy Report of the British
Foreign Oﬃce stresses that the
death penalty “undermines
human dignity” and that the “UK
plays a leading role in pressing for
reduced use of the death penalty
overseas.” This unequivocal
condemnation makes the
behaviour by Javid and May even
more disappointing.
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3) It would be counterproductive
in the ﬁght against terrorism
Human rights violations by the
state are often used by terrorist
and extremist organisations as
‘evidence’ for how ‘corrupted’ (and
downright ‘evil’) states such as
the UK are.
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Highlighting problematic
practices by the British
government that contradict
oﬃcial discourses about human
rights, democracy and the rule of
law is at the heart of many
terrorists’ propaganda strategies.
In some cases, terrorist
organisations intendedly aim at
making the state overreact in its
ﬁght against terrorism – because
they know that the state’s
backlash (especially if it goes
hand in hand with human rights
violations that affect wider
communities) has the potential of
causing others to radicalise and
join an extremist group. Two
(suspected) terrorists who were
stripped of their citizenship and
sent to the US where they might
be facing the death penalty,
without the government opposing
this move ﬁts perfectly into this
picture of the ‘evil’ UK that does
not protect the human rights of its
Muslim citizens.
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This is why several relatives of the
Kotey’s and El-Sheikh’s victims
voiced their opposition to the
death penalty being applied in this
case: They didn’t want to see two
more ‘martyrs’ be created. By
defending the human rights even
of (suspected) terrorists, we show
that we are better than them and
that we truly believe in (and
practice) what we preach.
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What can we do?
For young people, the framework from which society operates, and from
which we teach, must uphold the law and commitment to human rights,
beyond emotion and politics. When we talk about ethics, discuss complex
issues, and ask them to apply critical thinking to their own lives, we are at
a considerable disadvantage if the state and our leaders appear not to
themselves. In an increasingly polarised global context, this requires
conﬁdence and commitment from practitioners, developing ways to help
young people to think clearly in a context where adults seem to be failing.
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Denying the oxygen of
publicity to extremists –
views of a former police
oﬃcer
By Richard Horton

Section 1: Thinking

I’m a former counter terrorism
police oﬃcer who worked to
prevent individuals being drawn
towards violent extremist
ideologies. The evolution of
Anjem Choudary into the most
infamous extremist recruiter in
the UK was one of the issues that
played out whilst I worked in this
ﬁeld. The impunity with which he
seemed to evade the law and
simultaneously court media
publicity made it all the more
satisfying when he was ﬁnally
convicted for inviting support for
a proscribed organisation in 2016.
Recently, Anjem Choudary was
released from prison after two
years having been convicted for
urging support for, and pledging
allegiance, to Islamic State (IS)

Is society safer if he’s in a prison
rather than in the London
neighbourhood and will he still be
in a position to recruit more
vulnerable people? These are just
some of the questions being
raised of the man described by
the British prisons minister Rory
Stewart MP as “genuinely
dangerous.”

The public discussions have
continued, and for those of us
working with young people and
communities, raises diﬃcult
questions. Why was he released
early? Is he still dangerous?
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Some quick clariﬁcations. He
wasn’t released early due to good
behaviour. He received a ﬁxed
term sentence of 5 years 6
months and was entitled to
automatic release from prison
having served just over 2 years
which is a provision that applies
to everyone. He now has around
30 stringent restrictions placed
on him which limits access to
associates, the internet and not
being able to travel outside of the
M25. He has restrictions placed
relating to internet use and mobile
device ownership and he is
banned from speaking to the
media. In these circumstances
we should at least welcome the
unprecedented controls that have
been put in place. The fact is that
his imprisonment allows these
conditions to be imposed – an
option not available until he was
convicted –
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and it shows a concerted effort by
the UK authorities to address the
problem and send a message to
the wider public that his deeply
ﬂawed and cynical narrative will
no longer be tolerated.
On the other hand, the sentence
has again prompted questions
about the ability of the justice
system to deal with this
dangerous individual.

38

“

If we are to win the argument
against terrorists these values –
shared values - are our most
powerful weapon. Perhaps the
bigger picture here is not
whether one individual
underpins the success and
failure of our whole counter
terrorism approach but how we
need to be even more robust in
our preventative approaches.
-

Richard Horton

Section 1: Thinking

Indeed one could argue the case
has some parallels with the outcry
when it was proposed that John
Worboys, the taxi rapist who
preyed on vulnerable women, was
released. How can these
notorious individuals be released
to potentially continue their
activities? If we believe in a
system that seeks to rehabilitate
we need to invest the time, effort
and money to ensure that we
maximise our chance to achieve
that. Shouldn’t offenders only be
released when there is evidence
of that rehabilitation no matter
what conditions are imposed on
that release? There are no reports
to suggest that Choudary has
come out a changed man and
allegedly is someone who
declined attending a prison
de-radicalisation scheme.

Reporting suggests that many
supporters of Islamic State have
returned to the UK, other
extremists are also due to be
released from the prison system
and attacks from Islamist
terrorists are on the increase. At
the same time, we continue to see
the rise of far-right movements
seeking to exploit any opportunity
to fuel hate. His freedom could
prove the catalyst for both sides
to make far more trouble.

His release comes at a potentially
dangerous time in the UK.
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Choudary’s association with a
number of individuals who have
gone on to commit acts of terror
is well documented, whilst the Far
Right feed off his polarising
rhetoric to attract further support.

whilst acknowledging the need
for a greater commitment to
delivering a more comprehensive
rehabilitation process.

Of course, there will be those on
both sides of the argument that
will claim the measures are wrong
because they are either too weak
or too draconian. They will tell us
that we should ‘throw away the
key’ ‘deport him’ or alternatively
that it is another Islamophobic
measure from the UK
government. Hopefully for the
vast majority of our citizens the
conditions will be seen as a
proportionate and sensible
response to a dangerous
extremist in a country where the
courts and indeed our judicial
system decide punishment and
not the politicians or vested
interests –
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What can we do?
When discussing these tricky cases, it can be useful to connect back to
conversations about the law, democracy and justice. We can remind
young people that what should be remembered is that by having a
proportionate and balanced process and an independent judiciary the UK
demonstrates the values that underpin our democracy. It differentiates us
from totalitarian regimes where a minor infraction can result in a severe
outcome with little judicial process. If we are to win the argument against
terrorists these values – shared values - are our most powerful weapon.
Perhaps the bigger picture here is not whether one individual underpins
the success and failure of our whole counter terrorism approach but how
we need to be even more robust in our preventative approaches. How can
we ensure young people are not attracted to extremist far right and
Islamist messaging, and how can we equally deny the oxygen of publicity
provided to people like Anjem Choudary and Tommy Robinson (due to
appear in court for a separate matter of contempt of court) both on
mainstream media channels and online? If we can win this part of the
debate Choudary and perhaps those like him will become an irrelevance.
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Engaging youth in a violent
world, Learning from
Experience: Top Tips
By Hezron Brown & Dr Laura Zahra McDonald

Section 2: Doing

Hezron Brown: My Story
I’m a reformed gang member that
turned his life around for the
better and now uses my time to
educate young people all over the
country about the realities of
gang culture and struggles life
can bring. My experiences inform
my work, and especially at a time
when knife crime has seemingly
become mainstream, it can be
useful for young people to hear
testimony from people such as
myself. When I was 5 years old a
horriﬁc accident left me scarred
for life, and as can happen to
children, my appearance as I
healed lead to bullying, which in
turn triggered a bad anger
problem. By my teens, after
diﬃculties controlling my temper
in school and home, I was kicked
out of my home and spent the
majority of my school life
homeless.
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Life was tough, and with no one to
guide me at this vulnerable age, I
slowly transitioned to gang
culture where I embraced a life of
crime. A major wakeup call, where
I narrowly avoided a prison
sentence, was the shock I needed,
and I decided I needed to change.
I knew that I had to put myself in
a better position by investing my
time more wisely, in myself, and
working with brilliant youth
organisations such as the Princes
Trust I gained skills and got
involved in positive change.
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I saw the hard work paying off, becoming an ambassador for the Prince’s
Trust and then winning an award for ambassador of the year, meeting
HRH Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace, a world away from my years of
homelessness and crime. Being able to relate to young people’s struggles,
yet demonstrate that hope and change can happen is a powerful tool in
my engagement arsenal. Here are my top tips, that all connect to social
and emotional elements, for effectively engaging youth to follow a positive
path:
Tip 1: Be relatable Tackling complex, challenging issues with young
people requires connections and trust with each individual. This is
facilitated by being relatable. It doesn’t mean you have to be young, or be
able to speak in local slang (although these can help!) - it does mean
creating an inroad in which your story, experiences or way of
communication opens up a way in, that clicks with that person.
Tip 2: Be yourself, and be honest This is very much connected to being
relatable - pretending to be something that you are not, or putting on a
front can create barriers. It’s also important that we don’t sugarcoat
issues. Telling young people hard truths, but in constructive ways, can
really help.
Tip 3: Be respectful, be empathetic Many vulnerable young people have
had multiple negative experiences with adults and authority ﬁgures.
Showing our humanity, understanding and respect can transform a
relationship, although giving it time is crucial too - don’t give up because
they are expecting you will and often test our dedication to protect
themselves from further harm.
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Talking terrorism with
young people: secrets of a
classroom youth worker
session
By Sean Monaghan

Section 2: Doing

It is my opinion that societally, we
are failing our youth. All of us.
There is a distinct lack of safe
spaces and places for people to
talk and discuss what’s on their
minds or share information they
have overheard, their thoughts,
their fears. Why wouldn’t a young
person believe something if
they’ve seen it for real on a video,
and is too afraid to tell anyone
about it through fear of the police
breaking down their parent’s door,
allowing no space for someone to
create a positive counter
narrative? After all, seeing is
believing, right?

Neither is it something that “all
the cool kids are doing so I wanna
give it a go and just maybe it’ll
make me cool too.” Young people
realise that it is something much
darker, deeper and can affect
entire nations with a single action.
How we talk to them and create
awareness about this topic is as
increasingly important. Let me
give you my insights of training I
deliver for ConnectFutures in
primary, secondary and college
settings with students from
KS1-5.

Unlike the usual topics of sex,
drugs and violence, radicalisation
is not cool, sexy or something the
general teen can relate to. I can
tell you this because I’m a youth
worker engaging with young
people on these topics.
Extremism is not quite the
temptation that “Mum tells us we
shouldn’t do but we really want to
do it anyway” kind of thing.
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“

For those of us working with
youth, we have both the
privilege and the responsibility
to guide young people, and we
can make a real difference. Our
positions can lie quite literally
between life and death.
We must be bold.
-

Sean Monaghan

Section 2: Doing

What can we do?

1.

Don’t make issues reductive: In my experience, sessions have to be
engaging and broad so that young people don’t just hear a reductive
and patronising “terrorism is terrible” message. And that is exactly
why it is so necessary a topic to explore, because it’s more than just
about acts of terror – however important – it’s a topic that explores
manipulation, racism and division. The key ingredient is providing
young people with the tools to think critically so that they can raise
the complex, awkward questions outside of the formal spaces
through which they engage with adults.

2.

Explore media headlines and stories: Today more than ever,
information is coming at our young people from every single angle.
From the TV, news, papers, from all corners of the internet including
their mobile phones via social media and from our society of social
disorganisation. So many of us – we are all probably guilty of this
from time to time – just sit and lap up this information as if it were
all scientiﬁcally proven with overwhelming evidence. But it’s not, as
‘information’ is so often biased, taken out of context, naive or just
plain wrong.
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Section 2: Doing
1.
2.
3.

4.

Create critical thinking spaces for conversations: For example, one
of the largest tabloid newspapers boldly stated the headline ‘1 in 5
British Muslims sympathise with ISIS’ on its front page. An apology
for its inaccurate claims may have been made a few months later
but the damage was done. It popularised the perception that Islam
is synonymous with terrorism, combined with the narrative
propagated by Far Right groups that “they” are becoming
marginalised in their “own country.” Put all this together and it
becomes easy to see why a lack of critical thinking and space to
have diﬃcult conversation can breed fear, distrust and even hatred
towards difference. And we all know where that may lead. So, if the
news can sway a young person’s life and ideology, then it’s easy to
see why someone with a deliberate and malevolent agenda can do
the same. Especially when that highly trained, motivated and skilled
recruiter may appear as kind and generous, with clear understanding
of that young person’s needs and struggles.
Support young people to ask uncomfortable questions: The bottom
line is that we need to create more safe spaces to have challenging,
sustained conversations with the youth, to help them navigate the
complexities, and support their development of critical thinking. We
need to teach empathy and a willingness to understand those
different from us. And that is what we try to do in our training
sessions: to provide an environment where it’s OK to ask those
uncomfortable questions, say things that make many adults worried,
to challenge and explore their own thoughts and ideas. For those of
us working with youth, we have both the privilege and the
responsibility to guide young people, and we can make a real
difference. Our positions can lie quite literally between life and
death. We must be bold.
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How can teachers and
schools determine what an
effective Prevent Channel
referral looks like?
By Imtiaz Kala

Section 2: Doing

Over the years I have seen a
number of school referrals made
to local Channel panels in order to
prevent young people and
families from becoming
radicalised. Some notable
examples include a family going
to Turkey over the holidays for 3
weeks, another where a pupil that
was bored in class, went on an
inappropriate site, and a third
where a convert to Islam was
deemed to be vulnerable to being
radicalised.

Some examples of school
support may indeed be around
Early Help, Pastoral Support Plan,
referral to other support agencies
instead.
My top 3 recommendations for
schools and education settings
when determining an effective
safeguarding referral can be
found on the next page...

I’ve found that some referrals, as
shown in statistics, can turn out
to be inappropriate by not
meeting the Channel threshold
and needlessly place young
people and families with undue
pressure and stress. In some
cases, there are no issues at all
and in other cases there are other
support needs that could have
been provided by the educational
establishment itself, without the
need to turn to Channel or Prevent
coordinators.
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“

In many cases staff
competence in the area will
drive the understanding to ask
appropriate questions so that
when referrals are made, they
are of high quality and lead to a
young person being correctly
referred and hopefully then
receiving the support needed.
-

Imtiaz Kala

Section 2: Doing

Recommendations:

1.

ORGANISATIONAL CULTURE: A key aspect is to look at the culture
of the organisation. Does safeguarding permeate through your
organisation and does contextual safeguarding and professional
curiosity lead the way in identifying the risks and vulnerabilities?
Other questions to ask is whether the organisation seeks to look at
the bigger context from their staff, students, parents and governors
and ask supportive and/or challenging questions when addressing
issues.

2.

INCLUSIVITY: Does the organisations’ values and attitudes lend
itself to being an inclusive organisation? Do policies and procedures
reﬂect work on the ground. Is the curriculum inclusive? Other
aspects to consider is whether the PSHE and SMSC curriculum
allows for critical debate and thinking on key areas around
extremism and safeguarding? My opinion is that in good school
environments, staff should be comfortable in not only being able to
hold these debates, but also be competent to have good areas of
knowledge about the areas in question. Similarly, inclusion and
cultural awareness of staff and pupils is vital so that staff in
particular understand the values of faiths and different cultures.

eBook: Youth Engagement against Violence & Extremism

55

Section 2: Doing

Recommendations:
1.
2.
3.

UPSKILLING STAFF & the REFERRAL PROCESS: Staff competency
and understanding of the Prevent and Channel process alongside
appropriate safeguarding questioning skills plus adhering to the
school safeguarding policy is very important.
●

Is the DSL trained and aware of the role around passing
appropriate referrals?

●

Do staff feel comfortable to challenge comments and will they
be supported by their institution?

Staff should be very clear about the referral process when considering
safeguarding referrals, be it for radicalisation, female genital mutilation, or
the general abuse cases. Senior management backing combined with the
skills of the DSL to pursue appropriately is key. Important skill sets such
as seeking advice from relevant agencies, note taking, feedback, and
contextual information is important. If this does not occur as a matter of
course then staff may lack the conﬁdence to share concerns or
inappropriately identify safeguard issues, when in reality, the issue is more
about support from other agencies or within the school or home.
Culturally competent organisations with diverse staff across the spectrum
of the organisation allow for sharing concerns, issues, and be able to
celebrate diversity.
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In my experience, when making any kind of safeguarding referrals the
school should be clear about the context, the bigger picture around the
child’s life by piecing the issues together and then concluding about the
individual needs and support of such a young person. In many cases staff
competence in the area will drive the understanding to ask appropriate
questions so that when referrals are made, they are of high quality and
lead to a young person being correctly referred and hopefully then
receiving the support needed.
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How many children who
commit crimes are
groomed?
By Penelope Gibbs

Section 2: Doing

“Oliver wondered what picking the
old gentleman’s pocket in play, had
to do with his chances of being a
great man. But thinking that
[Fagin], being so much his senior,
must know best, he followed him
quietly to the table; and was soon
deeply involved in his new study”
Charles Dickens’ character Fagin
in Oliver Twist grooms vulnerable
teenagers to pickpocket for him.
The children adore him because
he provides them with a home
and appears to care for them.
Children are groomed and
exploited the world over and
many commit crime as a result.
The link between child crime and
exploitation in this country has
been highlighted by:
●

...Before the exploiters were
tracked down, many of the girls
had come to police attention as
perpetrators of crime rather than
victims.
They were not (usually) asked to
commit crime by their exploiters,
but the teenagers destroyed
property or got involved in ﬁghts
partly as a result of the trauma
they were suffering. Initially police
discounted victims’ testimony
about exploitation since they were
seen as trouble-makers.

The uncovering of child
sexual exploitation in
Rotherham, Rochdale,
Oxford etc...
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●

The development of an
understanding of the drugs
trade and the way teenagers
are exploited and coerced
by adults to take part.
Adults use grooming
techniques to get children
involved, then use
emotional blackmail and
threats to get teenagers to
deal drugs. By getting
teenagers to do the dealing,
the main money makers in
the drugs trade keep their
own hands clean. They have
been sending teenagers to
new areas -“county lines”outside the big cities to
expand markets. Though
teenagers have been
exploited in this way for
years, it has only recently
seemed to hit the headlines
and be seen as a case of
abuse. And teenagers are
still being charged,
convicted and sometimes
imprisoned for dealing
drugs.
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Agencies are now more alert to
the connection between victim
and perpetrator in relation to
victims of child sexual
exploitation. The Crown
Prosecution Service guidance
says “prosecutors are encouraged
to look beyond the previous
offending by the victim and
consider the drivers and
circumstances of the offending
behaviour. Victims may
sometimes commit what is called
‘survival crime’, i.e. committing
crime to ﬁnd safety or committing
crime to ensure justice”.
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“

Prosecutors are encouraged to
look beyond the previous
offending by the victim and
consider the drivers and
circumstances of the offending
behaviour. Victims may
sometimes commit what is
called ‘survival crime’, i.e.
committing crime to ﬁnd safety
or committing crime to ensure
justice.
-

Crown Prosecution Service

Section 2: Doing

The possibility that a teenager criminal may have been groomed came up
again in relation to Safaa Boular the teenage terrorist who “led” the ﬁrst
ever female terrorist cell in England. She grew up in a dysfunctional
abusive family. Her parents split up when she was six and her mother
Mina forced her children to adopt a highly conservative version of Islam.
Mina assaulted Safaa’s sister for wearing Western clothes. Safaa’s phone
was conﬁscated when her mother heard her talking to boys. Safaa ran
away at one point but was brought back home. Not allowed to go out with
friends from school, Safaa aged 15 started developing online contacts
who worked for ISIS including Naweed Hussain, who was ﬁghting in Syria.
At her trial Safaa said he “was very caring, very sweet, very ﬂattering. It
was the ﬁrst time that I had received this kind of attention from a male.”
Safaa’s barrister Joel Bennathan QC said she was groomed into
radicalism. The judge agreed she was “inﬂuenced and drawn into
extremism” but in planning an attack on the British Museum it appeared to
him “she knew what she was doing and acted with open eyes”. Her
groomer, whom she married online, was already dead by the time Safaa,
aged 17, planned the attack (which was foiled by the security services).
She was sentenced to life imprisonment. In custody now she appears to
have rejected Islam and wears Western dress.
Was Safaa abused by her mother and groomed by ISIS and, if so, should it
make any difference to the way the criminal justice system treated her?
She was deﬁnitely a vulnerable, socially isolated teenager, and most
vulnerable teenagers are easily inﬂuenced. But did she still make a choice
to join ISIS and plot a terrorist attack? Sexually exploited teenagers who
commit crime, teenagers coerced into dealing drugs, and cases like that of
Safaa raise important questions about children and criminal responsibility.
And about how to get the punishment to ﬁt both the crime and the
criminal.
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What can we do?

1.

Understand, deeply, the issues facing young people, and the
contextual safeguarding needed to protect them

2.

Listen to young people – professional curiosity, and believing young
people when they ask for help, in their myriad of ways, are crucial

3.

Partner – if we are not in a position to provide the necessary
support, close and complementary partnering across services and
expertise, prevents cases slipping through the net, and will prevent
tragic repeats we have witnessed in the past
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Shades of grey: from
simpliﬁed to complex
thinking
By Prof Lynn Davies

Section 2: Doing

“He does get angry… politically
and religiously…. he was very
divisive at that stage. And very
two tone: black and white, right
and wrong… And there’s nothing in
the grey. There’s no middle ground
there”.
This was the observation made by
a relative of a (former) violent
extremist about their sibling . We
know from all the research that
extremists of all ideologies have a
simpliﬁed view of reality, seeing
the world in polarized black and
white terms, right or wrong, friend
or enemy. It is also the thinking
that fuels violence on our streets,
where ‘dying before dishonour’
permeate a fear driven and fear
inducing culture of revenge and
reprisal, that has seen murder
rates of and by young people
increase dramatically.
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But this is not just about surface
attitudes: developments in
neuroscience are telling us that it
links to actual structures in the
brain. A psychological
measurement termed ‘integrative
complexity (IC) can determine the
cognitive lens through which you
see the world.
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Those with high IC are able to see
multiple viewpoints, to see any
connections between them,
perhaps to empathise with those
who think differently. Those with
low IC exhibit ‘value monism’ –
having only one set of values,
unquestioned and
unquestionable. In extreme
sectarianism, in the end no one is
pure enough. Under threat or
stress, we all start to exhibit low
IC – the ﬁght, ﬂight or freeze
responses. We can shift in and
out of low and high IC depending
on the context. But extremists,
especially violent extremists,
spend all their thinking time in
this mode. IC is not about what
you think, but how you think.

At the University of Cambridge,
pioneering programmes have
been developed across countries
as far apart as Scotland and
Pakistan to enable people to
emerge from ‘tunnel vision’: that
is, to see one’s own viewpoint,
another’s viewpoint and how to
work together despite
disagreement. Participants
engage with real life, ‘hot’ topics
(those that can bifurcate the
world and polarize groups) to
surface alternative perspectives.

This has profound implications
for work in education to build
resilience to the lure of
extremism.

eBook: Youth Engagement against Violence & Extremism

66

“

Resilience to extremist thought
can be built in young people;
and willingness to engage with
‘the enemy’, or at least with their
perspectives, can enable us not
to fall into the black and white
trap of painting all extremists as
evil, cowardly and immoral.
-

Prof Lynn Davies

Section 2: Doing

But this is not just about learning
superﬁcial skills of argument: it
involves interactive games, role
plays and movement, and
involves work with all ﬁve senses
in order to access one’s deepest
values – and what a ‘value’ is.
Role plays in teams show how
quickly what starts as an artiﬁcial
distinction can become an
established identity and then
contempt for the other team.
Techniques such as ‘the trick’
invite an ‘expert’ to come in to
fool participants into low IC
thinking by telling them absolute
‘facts’ on climate change, the
Bible/the Koran, the economy or
whatever. The discussion
afterwards centres round how
messages are conveyed and how
we can be fooled by the
authoritative voice.
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The integrative part of IC is seeing
whether what seem like opposing
views can be brought together
under some overarching umbrella
of values. Sacred and secular, for
example, do not have to be
antithetical. They are not either/or
choices, but can be combined, as
in the organization British
Muslims for a Secular
Democracy, which recognises the
value of secular governance for
the protection of all religions.
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The Cambridge team have
produced reports of their
programmes such as ‘Being
Muslim, being British’ and ‘Being
Kenyan, being Muslim’. High IC
enables us to ﬁnd an overarching
framework that makes sense of
why reasonable people can
maintain differing views. Such
‘value pluralism’ leads to the
discovery of realistic but
value-complex solutions to moral
and social issues.

The best foundation for this is
knowledge of human rights and
children’s rights, whereby
viewpoints and behaviours can be
assessed against a framework
which is an international one and
cuts across all religions and none.

It must be stressed that value
pluralism is not the same as
moral relativism, that anything
goes. There can be problems with
the mantra of ‘tolerance’: I do not
tolerate FGM or honour killings or
caste-based exclusion, regardless
of whose culture they are deemed
to represent. A basis is needed to
make judgments on what to
tolerate and what not to tolerate.
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A rights-based approach enables,
for example, the discussion of the
complexities around freedom of
speech as a qualiﬁed right, that is,
when it becomes hate speech and
therefore illegal, and when
expressing a view is to be
encouraged as part of the ‘safe
spaces for discussion’ which are
part of good anti-extremism
education. IC thinking is not
creating some seething morass in
the brain, but an understanding of
the in- and out-group’s value
hierarchies, while preserving the
core of one’s own.

Low complexity reasoning often
leads to conﬂict because
nuanced, collaborative solutions
are by deﬁnition screened out, as
the black and white, intransigent
demands of one group are pitted
against the black and white
demands of the other. Research
shows that conﬂicts that have a
religious base are more
intractable than others, because
there is no negotiation or
exchange potential.

Complex thinking is crucial in
conﬂict resolution. Apparently,
when political actors’ IC drops
from the baseline, real world
conﬂict or even military action is
predicted within weeks. When IC
rises, peaceful solutions ensue.
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You cannot bargain over interpretations of the divine in the way you can
bargain over resources, over land, over power-sharing.
IC programmes have a developed impact assessment. We know they can
work to shift the structures of thinking in people of all ages, types and
professions. Military personnel are undergoing such training, as part of
conﬂict resolution and negotiation strategies. Clearly, the chance of
getting top ISIS or white supremacist personnel to do a complexity
thinking course is near zero. But resilience to extremist thought can be
built in young people; and willingness to engage with ‘the enemy’, or at
least with their perspectives, can enable us not to fall into the black and
white trap of painting all extremists as evil, cowardly and immoral.
Understanding extremist mindsets is a key part of resilience.
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Author Biographies

Hezron Brown
Hezron is a reformed gang member who turned
his life around for the better and now uses his
time to educate young people all over the country
about the realities of gang culture and struggles
life can bring.
When he was 5 years old a horriﬁc accident left him scarred for life, leading
to bullying and as a consequence, his own behavioural problems. After
diﬃculties controlling his anger, he was kicked out of his home and spent
majority of his school life homeless, where he slowly transitioned into gang
culture and led a life of crime. Narrowly avoiding a prison sentence, Hezron
decided he needed to change. Investing in himself he gained skills and got
involved with the Princes Trust where he became an ambassador and won
an award for Ambassador of the Year, through which he was invited to
Buckingham Palace. Hezron supports young people in schools, colleges,
Alternate provisions, YOS and is often invited to speak at conferences or
panels. Alongside this he provides workshops in knife crime and county
lines which explores the realities and consequences of this growing
problem in the UK.
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Professor Lynn Davies
Lynn is Emeritus Professor of International
Education at the University of Birmingham, UK
and Co-Director of the social enterprise
ConnectFutures. She has worked extensively in
the area of education and conﬂict, and for the last 15 years speciﬁcally in
education, extremism and security. Major books in the ﬁeld have been
Education and Conﬂict: Complexity and Chaos (2004), Educating against
Extremism (2008), and Unsafe Gods: Security, Secularism and Schooling
(2014). Recent empirical research has included interviewing former
extremists (far right and Islamist) about their family backgrounds, and
evaluating a project on mentoring Muslim prisoners. She has acted as
consultant on areas of counter-extremism for a number of international
agencies such as UNESCO, UNICEF, GIZ, OSCE and Club de Madrid, as well
as the EU Radicalisation Awareness Network. In 2014 she was given the Sir
Brian Urquhart award for service to the UN and its goals by a UK citizen.
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Dr Jennifer Philippa Eggert
Jennifer is a researcher focusing on women,
gender, political violence and counterextremism.
She regularly speaks on women and extremism,
the prevention of terrorism, and intercultural
relations, including on the invitation of the UN and the Council of Europe.
Jennifer is currently writing a book on female ﬁghters in Lebanese and
Palestinian militias involved in the Lebanese civil war. She has also
published on women in the so-called ‘Islamic State’ and in Al-Qaeda as well
as on the role of women and the grassroots in the ﬁght against violent
extremism in Germany, the UK and Lebanon. She also works as a facilitator
of counter-extremism and community engagement trainings and tweets as
@j_p_eggert
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Carys Evans
Carys is the Head of Programmes at
ConnectFutures. With many years experience
working in communities across the country,
Carys' specialism is youth engagement,
social integration and community-led development. Currently studying her
Masters degree in Terrorism and Political Violence at the University of
Birmingham, Carys is focusing on a range of topics including Far-Right
extremism in the UK, gender in terrorism and CVE. She has extensive youth
work experience and develops volunteering opportunities centered on
personal development for young people and social action in communities.
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Penelope Gibbs
Penelope Gibbs worked in radio production and
at the BBC before being inspired to inﬂuence
social change in the third sector. She set up the
Voluntary Action Media Unit at TimeBank before
joining the Prison Reform Trust to run Out of Trouble – a ﬁve year campaign
to reduce child and youth imprisonment. Under her watch, the number of
children in prison in the UK fell by a third. In 2012, Penelope set up
Transform Justice, a charity designed to help create a fairer, more open,
more humane and more effective justice system in the UK. Penelope has
sat as a magistrate; she is the Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee on
Youth Justice; and she is a research associate of the Centre for Criminology
at the University of Oxford.
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Richard Horton
Richard is a former senior police oﬃcer with West
Midlands police with over 30 years experience
working with a variety of partners to tackle
complex social issues such as domestic
violence, violent extremism, diversion of offenders and child sexual
exploitation. He was part of the policing unit responsible for the
development of a partner based Prevent strategy in Birmingham from
2008-2015.As part of this strategy he worked alongside Birmingham City
Council’s Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub, the education sector,
communities and NHS to develop a programme designed to divert
individuals from terrorism in a proportionate and balanced way. Part of this
strategy involved the extensive brieﬁng of partners and communities about
the nature of the threat, delivering training and community involvement and
leadership of many successful interventions.
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Imtiaz Kala
Imtiaz is a safeguarding specialist with over 20
years of working within schools, the local
authority and the voluntary sector. He is a
qualiﬁed teacher and holds a Masters in
Management and SENCo/Inclusion. Imtiaz also provides safeguard
expertise as a Governor at local schools. Imtiaz is Mental Health First Aid
trained, sat on a local CAMHS board and supported schools around the
emotional health and wellbeing agenda.
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Sean Monaghan
Sean has worked for over seven years as a trainer
and frontline practitioner supporting young
people across the UK and for a short project
overseas. His specialism lies in working
with vulnerable communities and youth at risk of, or involved in: Youth
violence, knife crime, gangs, extremism, CSE/CCE and substance misuse.
His practice is through a contextual safeguarding approach, mediation,
training and direct intervention work. Alongside his frontline work, Sean has
also conducted consultation pieces for various organisations on inclusivity,
cultural competency and practice development for services working with
vulnerable youth.
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This selection of practice-orientated thought pieces has been put together
as a resource, to generate reﬂection, spark ideas and support the ways in
which all of us work with young people. We understand the challenges
facing practitioners and organisations across the sectors - at
ConnectFutures we believe that we all bring expertise to the table, and we
can all improve by sharing the thoughts and practices that we learn on the
way. In this spirit of collaboration and partnership, we would love to work
with you. We are building a community, of like-minded individuals and
organisations, clients, and partners. Join us over in our forum
(https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8667234/) and do contact us if you are
interested in research, programme design, impact development or training.
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